Zenkouchourei 5/14 2FetLiEEE (5 H 14 H)
Theme: Peace T —= [FEFfn]

Two weeks ago, for Golden Week, I traveled to Nagasaki for three days. On my last day
there, I visited Nagasaki City. There, I saw the place where the Atomic Bomb hit the city,
and the Atomic Bomb Museum next to it. I was deeply moved by the things in the
museum, and I couldn’t help crying. This was the first time I really understood how awful
these bombings were. It especially affected me, because I am an American. It hurt me to
see the awful things my country did to Japan, a country which I love.
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Now, I'm not here today to say sorry or argue. I think that’s a very difficult conversation,
but if you want to talk about it, please ask me later. Instead, today I want to talk about
the result of the bombings and the importance of peace in our world.
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When people think about the result of the Bomb, we often talk about World Peace. Since
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, no country in the world has ever used another Atomic Bomb.
I think this is because everyone saw how terrible the bomb was in Nagasaki and
Hiroshima, and nobody wanted to do that again. If you have not been to Nagasaki or
Hiroshima to see the museums, I very much recommend that you go someday to
understand the danger of these bombs and to understand how to make world peace.
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Currently, we live in a world where we need Peace a lot. There are still many wars going
on in the middle east. There are terrorist attacks around the world. And there are school
shootings in America. Unfortunately, our world still does not know peace. But sometimes,
we do see signs that we can make peace. Right now, North Korea and South Korea have
finally ended the war between them and are starting peace talks. It maybe still too early
to know the result of this agreement, but I think it is a good start for these two countries.
Maybe other countries can learn from their example and try to make the world a more
peaceful place.
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I think the biggest obstacle to world peace is ignorance. Do you know what ignorance
means? In Japanese its %1, If we don’t know some things, it can be difficult to make
peace. This is why it is so important for all of you to learn and read as much as possible.
You are all the future, so you need to prepare. I especially think Japanese children like
you know much more about peace. Since you were children you learned about the atomic
bombs in history class, and maybe your grandparents told you stories that they
remember from that time. So you know a lot about this problem. I think that means you
have a special job, to tell the world about peace.
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When I talked to you last time at zenkouchourei, I talked about movies. Remember? I
gave you the advice to try to learn from movies, so that you can change the world. I also
think it is very important to read about history and the news every day. You can learn
about the mistakes that people have made, and how to make the world a better place.
Don’t ignore the bad things in history, or the bad events happening currently. You should
try to understand them and think about how you can help make world peace.
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